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synonymous. The Bible is the Word of God ; its inspiration is 
plenary, although at the same time different degrees of inspi- 
ration are admitted. In Chapter III, Part III, the infallibility 
of the Church is also maintained. W. S. B. 



The Being and Attributes of God. By Professor Francis J. Hall, 
D.D. Longmans. 1909. 

In this volume as elsewhere Professor Hall's standpoint is 
Scholastic; with Protestant and "Modernist" tendencies he has 
scant sympathy. After discussing theological agnosticism, he 
proceeds to the consideration of Christian Theism and of the 
various arguments in proof of the existence of God. In the 
remaining chapters the divine attributes, "quiescent, active 
and moral" are treated. Dr. Hall does well in directing attention 
to "the difficulty which bald Unitarians of every type experience 
in retaining a firm and living hold upon the truth of divine 
personality. . . . Thus it is that pantheism is peculiarly suc- 
cessful in undermining Unitarian theology, for Pantheism is the 
natural refuge to those who lose their hold upon the doctrine of 
divine personality. " (p. 244). Again — "The fact that Trini- 
tarian theism can hold its own more easily than any other 
monotheistic doctrine against Pantheistic perversion, shows 
that it constitutes the best working form of theistic doctrine. ' ' 
(p. 245). 

On pages 273-5 we note what appear to us some questionable 
statements in regard to divine acts and operations, ad extra, 
particularly in regard to the relation of eternity to time: "The 
external operations of God are .... eternal in themselves, 
and without beginning, end or change, since the will from 
which they proceed is eternal." Dr. Hall here appears to sac- 
rifice the truth which is contained in so-called "anthro- 
pomorphic" expressions in Holy Scripture, especially in the 
Old Testament, where we read that "God finished his work 
which he had created and made," and that God "rested on the 
seventh day." (Gen. 2; 1-3). Butaccording to Dr. Hall, "the 
divine act of creation, being eternal, never began." (p. 274). 
Again (p. 275) — " Divine action would not be absolute in its 
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fulness and freedom, if it were conditioned otherwise than 
voluntarily [italics ours] by the laws of time and change. ' ' But 
is it not the very point of God's great work of creation that 
therein and thereby the Almighty vouchsafed to limit Himself 
through entering into relations with His finite creatures? In 
so doing God acted voluntarily, indeed, for all His acts are vol- 
untary. Another questionable statement, as it seems to us, is 
that "wnile God can cause temporal, mutable and contingent 
events, He would not be God if He could initiate, modify, or 
bring to an end His causal action itself." (p. 275). In this 
passage, as in the following pages, Dr. Hall protests overmuch 
against the idea of any voluntary self-limitation on the part of 
the Divine Being. His attitude in this regard was made 
sufficiently clear by his work, published some years ago, on 
"The Kenotic Theory," in which Kenoticism in all its forms, 
from that represented by Martensen and Bishop Gore to the 
more radical theories of Godet and Gess, was root and branch 
condemned. "The nature of these effects" (wrought in the 
sphere of Creation and Providence) "is due to the will of God, 
and they may not be regarded as limitations of His power, 
which cannot be reduced or abandoned" (p. 276). True; but 
to accept limitations is not necessarily to 'abandon' one's 
power, or even to have one's power 'reduced.' 

Once more; we fail to see how the statement that predestina- 
tion to life is conditional (p. 281), is reconcileable, either with 
Article XVII, or with Dr. Hall's further statement on the fol- 
lowing page, as to "the eternal, immutable and all-controlling 
quality of the divine will, as contrasted with the reality of tem- 
poral contingency and human freedom." 

In spite of the above strictures which we have felt it our duty 
to make (and which of course by no means indicate the posi- 
tive and constructive value of Dr. Hall's work), we feel that we 
ought not to lay down these volumes without saying that in our 
judgment the present series, as it has thus far appeared, is 
making a significant and encouraging addition to the somewhat 
scanty theological literature of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church. W. S. B. 



